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Could it be? Yes it could... somethin’s coming somethin’ good
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Watch Facebook for details!

There’s a story behind the story...

~ Newsies

Notes from Katie Shay, director of Newsies and MTG President
On a hot New York night in July 1899,
with the symbolic act of overturning
a distribution wagon, thousands of
newsboys (and girls!) went on strike
against the two largest newspapers in
the country: Joseph Pulitzer’s New York
World and William Randolph Hearst’s
New York Journal. Lasting about two
weeks, mobs of kids filled the streets
of Manhattan and prevented circulation
of the papers.
The year prior, news about the SpanishAmerican War had increased sales of
papers, and several publishers raised
the prices they charged newsies from
50¢ to 60¢ for a 100-paper bundle.
With the end of the war and the return
to regular circulation rates, Pulitzer and
Hearst were holdouts on returning to
the pre-war prices.
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Most newsies were homeless orphans
and runaways, or were children from
poor immigrant families who sold
papers instead of attending school,
or playing, in order to scrape together
enough coins for survival. They lived
hard, often violent lives, and were far
from the plucky, spirited, and ambitious
ragamuffins we often picture.
Nevertheless, this band of the city’s
poorest, scrappiest residents took
on two of the country’s most famous
and wealthy men...and won! Most
importantly, a bright light was focused
on the child labor crisis in this country,
and the desperate need for reform.
Newsies is an incredibly demanding
show that requires a tremendous
amount of hard work. It’s always the
Director or Choreographer’s job to
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say, “Let’s do that one more time!”
Usually that exclamation is followed
by murmured groans and grumblings.
However, this cast of 50 (youngest
in 1st grade, oldest in their 60s) are
constantly pushing themselves to do
better, to try it another way, to stretch
their limits and abilities. I can’t wait for
you to see the product of all their hard
work.
Katie Shay
Director
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Oh if life were made of moments...

~ Into the Woods

Newsies Sneak Peak!
A cast of over 50 people will grace the Mabel
Tainter stage, in one of the largest productions
MTG has ever produced!

Prepping for Back Stage filming

Have you seen our preview videos on
Facebook? Don’t miss our Back Stage
series!
www.facebook.com/menomonietheaterguild

Music rehearsal

Dance rehearsal

Life is a cabaret, ol’ chum, so come to the Cabaret...
Buy Tickets...
In Person
502 2nd Street W

~ Cabaret

Online

At the Door

Select “Tickets” at
www.menomonietheaterguild.org

The box office is open in the
lower level of the Mabel Tainter
Theater ONE HOUR before each
performance

Box Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday
1:00 to 5:00 PM

I wanna be in the room where it happens...

~ Hamilton

MTG is always looking for volunteers. There are many opportunities that don’t involve being on stage. Check out
the list below! Email mtgvolunteer1@gmail.com to find out about our current opportunities.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Costumes (sewing, organizing, repairs)
Set painting
Set building
Sound technician
Lights technician
Directing
Stage Managing
MenomonieTheaterGuild@gmail.com

•
•
•
•
•
•

Other backstage help
Ushering
Play reading
Board membership
Props assistance
Building maintenance
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What’s past is prologue

~ Shakespeare; The Tempest

This summer at MTG...
Thirty youth performed “Seussical Jr.” on the Mabel Tainter stage in June
In August, we held a week-long improv
camp, culminating in a fantastic and
funny performance.

From the Director, Katie Talberg:
“Youth programming at Menomonie Theater Guild was a highlight of the summer.
From performing Seussical Jr. to sold-out audiences at the historic Mabel Tainter
to developing a hilarious improv show, students of all ages had a blast while
learning about all aspects of theater!”

My favorite part of the summer camps
was getting to meet the new people and
try new things.
~Lily Fraher
(Participated in both camps)

Who am I?

~ Les Miserables

History of MTG
The Menomonie Theater Guild (MTG) was formed in 1958. Born out of the community’s
desire to save the Mabel Tainter Theater, MTG became the lifeblood supporting the
building that is now a primary landmark of Menomonie. In the 60 years since, we
have produced more than 200 shows in the community. We perform primarily on the
Mabel Tainter Theater stage, but we also hold a studio
offsite. In this studio, we have a music rehearsal
room, the box office, and a rehearsal space that can
double as a small performance venue. The building
also houses extensive collections of props, costumes,
and set pieces. It is here that we practice for the productions at the Mabel Tainter.
Come visit to purchase tickets!
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